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The week SEMICON Taiwan opened: Nvidia spent $16.4B in four days, Japan steered its $550B 
US vehicle toward AI and chips, and TSMC's tool demand hit 1.9x its December projection.
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Editor's Picks

$16.4B
Nvidia's four 
days
Hugging Face and 
MediaTek combined.
(NVIDIA, Sep 3)

$550B
Japan's US 
vehicle
The third tranche centers 
on AI and chips.
(Bloomberg, Sep 4)

1.9x
TSMC's tool 
demand
Versus its own December 
2025 projection.
(Bloomberg, Sep 2)

https://blogs.nvidia.com/blog/nvidia-to-acquire-hugging-face/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-09-05/japan-says-progress-made-on-550-billion-investment-pact-with-us
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/semiconductors/tsmc-fab-equipment-demand-nearly-doubles-in-six-months-ai-surge-pushes-2026-capex-toward-usd64b-amid-tool-shortages


1. AI Chips & GPUs
Nvidia invests $3.5B in MediaTek
The zero-coupon convertibles mature in 2031. MediaTek adopts NVLink Fusion so its 
custom ASICs plug into Nvidia racks.
(TechCrunch, Aug 31)

Broadcom AI semi revenue hits $16.7B
Fiscal Q3 revenue was a record $29.6B, with AI silicon at 56% of total revenue. FY28 AI 
revenue is guided to about $230B.
(CNBC, Sep 2)

Samsung's HBM share jumps to 33%
Up 12 points from 21% in Q1, cutting the gap to leader SK hynix from 37 points to 17 in 
one quarter. Micron holds 18%.
(Counterpoint, Sep 3)

Samsung maps a path to "zHBM" memory
The roadmap shown at Hot Chips 2026 ends with DRAM stacked on the processor, 
projecting 70% lower I/O power than HBM5.
(Tom's Hardware, Sep 1)

https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/31/nvidias-3-5b-mediatek-bet-reveals-its-plan-for-tackling-big-techs-ai-chip-buildout/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/09/02/broadcom-avgo-q3-earnings-report-2026.html
https://en.sedaily.com/finance/2026/09/03/samsung-doubles-hbm-market-share-to-33-percent-narrowing
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/semiconductors/hot-chips-2026-samsung-reveals-a-three-phase-hbm-roadmap-that-puts-logic-and-compute-inside-memory-zhbm-ultimately-stacks-dram-directly-on-top-of-the-processor


2. Fab & Supply Chain
TSMC's tool needs nearly doubled since December
TSMC is building 13 fabs in Taiwan and five to six overseas at once, against a normal pace 
of four or five, and still cannot meet AI demand.
(Bloomberg, Sep 2)

SEMI lifts its 2028 equipment forecast to $220B
DigiTimes reported the revision from roughly $200B in July, driven by TSMC accelerating 
2nm and expanding 3nm. SEMI issued no release.
(DigiTimes, Sep 1)

ASML has ten High-NA EUV systems running
Live at four customers with three more shipping; the fleet has exposed over 1.35 million 
wafers. Up to five DRAM nodes could follow.
(TrendForce, Sep 1)

HBM3E spot prices run 4-5x contract levels
A 36GB part fetches about $2,100 and 16-layer HBM4 around $3,500. Samsung has 
reportedly locked 70% of capacity to 2031.
(TrendForce, Sep 1)

https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/semiconductors/tsmc-fab-equipment-demand-nearly-doubles-in-six-months-ai-surge-pushes-2026-capex-toward-usd64b-amid-tool-shortages
https://www.digitimes.com/news/a20260901VL214/semicon-taiwan-wafer-fab-equipment-forecast-semi.html
https://www.trendforce.com/news/2026/09/01/news-asml-advances-high-na-euv-toward-high-volume-manufacturing-as-10-systems-reportedly-go-live-at-4-customers/
https://www.trendforce.com/news/2026/09/01/news-hbm3e-spot-prices-said-to-be-4-5x-lta-levels-with-samsung-reportedly-locking-70-of-memory-capacity-through-2031/


3. Consumer Chips
Nvidia's RTX Spark N1X lands in October
A 20-core Grace CPU pairs with a 6,144-core Blackwell GPU. ASUS, Lenovo and Acer 
systems appeared at IFA in Berlin.
(Tom's Hardware, Sep 3)

Intel's "Nova Lake" launch schedule leaks
Mass production starts in Q4, with the 28-core unlocked part in Q1 2027. Up to 288MB of 
cache answers AMD's X3D.
(Tom's Hardware, Sep 3)

A20 Pro leak points to a wider memory bus
The GPU moves from six cores to seven, and the memory interface widens 50% to 96-bit 
— a real lift for on-device inference.
(MacRumors, Sep 3)

Lenovo's IdeaPad Vibe starts at $699
Buyers choose Snapdragon X or AMD Ryzen AI 400. The $699 configuration will likely 
carry just 8GB given DRAM prices.
(Tom's Hardware, Sep 3)

https://www.tomshardware.com/laptops/nvidias-rtx-spark-n1x-launches-in-october-for-laptops-and-desktops-18-or-20-cpu-cores-paired-with-5-120-or-6-144-cuda-cores-up-to-128gb-of-unified-memory
https://www.tomshardware.com/pc-components/cpus/intels-core-ultra-400-nova-lake-launch-schedule-leaks-out-mass-production-in-q4-first-nova-lake-cpus-in-q1-2027
https://www.macrumors.com/2026/09/03/iphone-18-pro-chip-leak-suggests-improvements/
https://www.tomshardware.com/laptops/lenovos-ideapad-vibe-laptops-stand-out-with-seven-colors-and-swappable-keycaps-14-15-inch-models-with-snapdragon-x-and-amd-ai-400-cpus-to-start-at-usd699


4. Hyperscalers, Data Centers & Energy
Anthropic signs a $35B deal with Lambda
The agreement covers 350MW in Nueces County, Texas, on a site Nvidia leases. Anthropic 
has now contracted over 10GW of servers.
(DCD / WSJ, Sep 1)

Meta's $1.2B Idaho data center goes live
Its second AI-optimized site uses closed-loop cooling needing no water most of the year, 
plus 645MW of new local renewables.
(DCD, Sep 4)

California sends data-center rate bills to Newsom
The enrolled bills give the CPUC until January 2028 to set the tariffs and cap the 
qualifying threshold at 25MW. Missouri also recalled a councilman.
(DCD, Sep 3)

Hyperscalers are underwriting the first SMRs
Early commercial reactors run on a three-party model rather than utility procurement. 
The limit is the supply chain and the grid.
(Utility Dive, Sep 4)

https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/anthropic-signs-35bn-cloud-agreement-with-lambda-report/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/metas-12bn-data-center-in-kuna-idaho-goes-live/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/california-lawmakers-pass-data-center-ratepayer-protection-bills-send-to-governor-for-approval/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/utilities-eye-small-modular-nuclear-reactors-for-reliability-as-hyperscaler/829681/


5. Autonomous Driving & Auto Chips
Waymo reaches 14 cities, plans first debt raise
Three new metros take the fleet above 4,000 vehicles. Waymo is finalizing over $3B from 
Pimco and others at a $126B valuation.
(TechCrunch / Bloomberg, Sep 2)

Tesla launches the Cybercab; NHTSA opens an audit
The two-seater has no wheel or pedals, and just 45 are registered in Texas. NHTSA is 
auditing roughly 1,000 vehicles.
(TechCrunch, Sep 4)

Zoox cleared at Las Vegas airport, a first
Amazon's Zoox may now serve Terminals 1 and 3 at Harry Reid International, the first 
driverless service permitted there.
(TechCrunch, Sep 3)

Uber cuts 3,300 jobs to fund its autonomy pivot
The 10% cut trims management layers and merges the engineering and delivery 
divisions, freeing capital for ridesharing, delivery and robotaxis.
(TechCrunch, Sep 2)

https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/01/waymo-accelerates-robotaxi-expansion-with-launches-in-denver-san-diego-and-tampa/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/04/feds-launch-investigation-into-teslas-cybercab-deployment/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/03/amazons-zoox-expands-its-robotaxi-service-to-las-vegas-airport/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/02/uber-is-laying-off-10-of-staff-or-3300-people/


6. Chip Startups & Venture
$300M Gimlet Labs — $300M raised, $3B valuation

Andreessen Horowitz led, with Arm and Microsoft's M12 joining. Gimlet 
disaggregates inference across silicon types.
(GlobeNewswire, Sep 4)

$3.5B Nscale — $3.5B raised, ~$2B from Nvidia
Third Point leads the convertible notes. Nscale's self-reported backlog 
roughly doubled in a month to about $103B.
(TechCrunch, Sep 4)

$165M Lyte — $165M raised, $1.6B valuation
Maverick Silicon led. Former Apple engineers built a robot-perception 
stack from the transistor up; total is $272M.
(SiliconANGLE, Sep 2)

$125M iPronics — $125M raised, Nvidia joins
The Valencia photonics firm builds optical circuit switching with no moving 
parts, aiming to lift GPU utilization.
(GlobeNewswire, Sep 2)

https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/09/04/3356707/0/en/now-valued-at-3-billion-gimlet-labs-raises-300-million-in-series-b-led-by-andreessen-horowitz-for-industry-s-first-multi-silicon-inference-cloud-for-agentic-ai.html
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/04/ai-compute-provider-nscale-is-looking-for-3-5b-in-pre-ipo-financing/
https://siliconangle.com/2026/09/02/lyte-raises-165m-at-1-6b-valuation-to-bring-accurate-perception-to-robots/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/09/02/3355203/0/en/ipronics-raises-125-million-to-scale-programmable-optical-networking-for-ai-data-centers.html


7. Industry Deals & Policy
Nvidia to acquire 
Hugging Face

The $12.93B deal targets a first-half-2027 
close and includes up to $1B of employee 
retention equity.
(NVIDIA / CNBC, Sep 3)

Commerce confirms 
Section 232 "Phase 2"

Lutnick said tariff relief will turn on 
building in the US. Talk of extending it to 
servers is Politico's reporting, not his.
(ITT, Sep 3)

Japan's $550B vehicle 
turns to AI and chips

Akazawa met Lutnick and Greer. AI and 
semiconductors will carry "very 
significant weight" in the third tranche.
(Bloomberg, Sep 4)

Taiwan adds $20B; 
Korea claims parity

Taiwan's US pledge reaches about $55B. 
Korea says the fact sheet caps its chip 
tariffs relative to larger partners.
(Reuters / Sedaily, Sep 2)

https://blogs.nvidia.com/blog/nvidia-to-acquire-hugging-face/
https://internationaltradetoday.com/article/2026/09/03/lutnick-says-upcoming-section-232-chip-tariffs-will-include-onshoring-incentives-2609030051
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-09-05/japan-says-progress-made-on-550-billion-investment-pact-with-us
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/taiwan-says-companies-plan-invest-042027847.html


Sources
Principal outlets referenced, published August 31 – September 6, 2026

• TechCrunch
• Bloomberg
• CNBC
• Reuters (via Yahoo Finance)
• WSJ (via Data Center Dynamics)
• Data Center Dynamics
• Tom's Hardware
• Seoul Economic Daily
• TrendForce
• DigiTimes

• Utility Dive
• NVIDIA Newsroom
• AMD Investor Relations
• GlobeNewswire
• SiliconANGLE
• MacRumors
• Focus Taiwan (CNA)
• International Trade Today
• Nikkei / Investing.com
• SIA / BIS / gov.ca.gov
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